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Health Education Office, Ministry of Education & Culture, Cyprus

Our Institution

The Ministry of Education & Culture is a public non-profit organisation. Our team consists of school advisors and senior members of management. Most of us have a teaching background, many years of experience, post-graduate qualifications, academic-related experience, policy-making involvement and international collaborations.

Our current work
During the last two years the Health Education Office participated in various actions and collaborated with policy makers that take decisions on a large-scale educational reform and curriculum restructuring under the Ministry of Education and Culture in Cyprus. One of our major duties is to provide support on the implementation of the New Curriculum, with special emphasis on Health Education which is a new subject introduced in Cypriot public schools. Part of our job is to facilitate the development of school action plans in order to promote healthy lifestyles through the school culture and also to prevent behaviour problems. We organise in-service training for teachers on various topics, such as healthy lifestyle, interpersonal relationships, human rights in education, anti-bullying, behaviour management etc. Our vision is to improve the quality of schooling in the long-term.

At the same time, and in line with the implementation of the new curriculum, we carry out school visits and provide various types of support, such as getting teaching staff more informed of the curriculum changes, discussing teaching material and pedagogical approaches, getting access on electronic resources, implementing a lesson plan or co-teaching, developing a school action plan by getting the wider community involved, encouraging school managers to promote a school culture based on democracy, respect and human values.  This new approach has a direct impact on teachers’ dispositions and on their interpersonal skills. Through the process of a wider educational reform we try to reassure that teachers and pupils are being offered a better quality of school life and the risk of early school leaving is reduced.  
Expected impact of the proposed project on our work 
It is important for us to increase the effectiveness of teacher in-service training. Throughout the proposed collaboration we are willing to reflect on the work we carry out in Cyprus on the implementation of Health Education Curriculum and we encourage the exchange of good practices.
Any interested institutions, please contact our coordinator Soula Ioannou at:

sioannou@moec.gov.cy

soulapioannou@gmail.com

Ioannou S, Kouta C & Charalambous N. Moving from health education to health promotion: developing the health education curriculum in Cyprus. Health Education, 2012, 12(2):153−169. 
Ioannou S & Kleanthous A. Building capacity for school health-promotion activities in Cyprus. In Barnekow V, Jensen B, Currie C, Dyson A, Eisenstadt N & Melhuish E (Ed.) Improving the lives of children and young people: case studies from Europe, 2013, v.3: 9-17, World Health Organization

