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Espoo Adult Education Institute is the second largest adult education provider in Finland. We work according to the law of free liberal adult education. We currently have about 60 000 students yearly and provide 60 000 lessons in different subjects: languages, sports, handicrafts, arts, Open University classes and Third Age University classes. In addition, we have classes in computing, Finnish as a foreign language, and many others. 

The city of Espoo lies in the Helsinki Metropolitan area, bordering Helsinki, Vantaa, Kauniainen, Vihti. There are 260 000 inhabitants in Espoo. Espoo has Finland’s second highest educated population, 40 % of the city’s population have a Master’s level degree. Situated by the Gulf of Finland, Espoo’s coast line is long. In addition, there are nearly 90 lakes in Espoo. Espoo is home to Aalto University’s Schools of Engineering and Science. Learn more about Espoo: http://www.espoo.fi/en-US  

We are currently looking to expand our international network and wish to apply for Erasmus+ KA 2 programme. We wish to apply for the programme to exchange best practices and benchmark other adult education institutions. We aim to benchmark good practices in free liberal adult education institutes in other European countries in for example pedagogical practices, various customer groups, marketing. 
Our special interest lies in senior citizens: how have other adult education institutes taken into account the growing senior population?

· What kind of pedagogical practices are in use in senior education?

· Age and learning: how age affects learning

· Developing new pedagogical practices for senior citizens – what practices are in use?

· How do you keep the senior citizens in with the society’s development, especially regarding computing skills (re/ PIAAC 2013)
In addition, we are interested in 
· Developing teaching for various target groups (adults, senior, immigrants) in adult education.
· Creating individual learning pathways

· Recognition of prior learning
· E-learning

We are also open to other ideas within the framework provided above. We would prefer the role of a partner in the project. We hope that the co-operation could lead to joint projects in the future. 

If you are interested, please contact Ms Saara Patoluoto and we can discuss the project further. 

Best wishes from Finland,

Saara Patoluoto

Senior Planning Officer
 
Espoo Adult Education Centre
P.O. Box 3173
02070 City of Espoo, Finland

Tel: +358-50-492 4692
saara.patoluoto@espoo.fi
 
www.espoo.fi/tyovaenopisto
